Unclassified familial cardiomyopathy with ventricular dysrhythmia.
The case is described of a boy with some right ventricular dysplasia and episodes of ventricular tachycardia of left bundle branch block pattern who had symptoms from the age of 1 month. Angiography and cardiac biopsy demonstrated major involvement of the left ventricular myocardium. A sister of the patient presented at the age of 2 months with predominantly left ventricular cardiomyopathy; clinical signs and angiography suggested the presence of right ventricular dysplasia as well. She died suddenly at the age of 9 years. Her brother, now aged 14 years, is being treated with antiarrhythmic drugs. The hypothesis of this cardiomyopathy being a variant of "arrhythmogenic right ventricular dysplasia syndrome" is discussed.